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JOIN JACK DEMPSEY FOR A DISCUSSION OF MICHIGAN’S ROLE IN THE  
CIVIL WAR WEDNEDAY, NOVEMBER 16 AT THE DETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
 
DETROIT – The Detroit Historical Society continues its Scholar Series with Jack Dempsey, 

vice president of the Michigan Historical Commission and author of  “Michigan and the Civil 

War: A Great and Bloody Sacrifice” published by The History Press, on Wednesday, 

November at 16 p.m. at the Detroit Historical Museum.  

On May 16, 1861, only a month after Union troops surrendered Fort Sumter, members of 

the First Michigan Regiment marched into Washington, D.C. Just the mere arrival of the 

regiment, the first from a western state, was met with jubilation from a crowd gathered to 

welcome the soldiers. They were invited to an audience with President Lincoln, and it was then, 

popular lore has it, that he uttered the everlasting, “Thank God for Michigan.” His utterance 

would turn out to be prophetic in the long war ahead. With lively narration, telling anecdotes and 

vivid battlefield accounts, Dempsey chronicles the role Michigan men and women played in all 

aspects of the battles and political intrigue surrounding the Civil War in his book. 

The cost of the event is free for Detroit Historical Society members and $10 for guests. 

Advance registration is requested, but walk-ins are welcome. For more information or to register 

for the event, please call (313) 833-1801 or visit www.detroithistorical.org. 

The Detroit Historical Museum, located at 5401 Woodward Ave. (NW corner of Kirby) 

in Detroit’s Cultural Center area, is open to the public Wednesday through Friday from 9:30 a.m. 

to 3:00 p.m., Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday from Noon to 5 p.m. On Mondays and  

Tuesdays, the Museum is not open to the public, but is available for group tours by calling  

(313) 833-1733. Adult admission is $6. Seniors (60+), college students with valid college ID, 

and youth ages 5-18 pay $4. Admission for children ages four and under is free. Parking in the 

Museum’s lot is $4 at all times. Permanent exhibits include the famous Streets of Old Detroit; 

Frontiers to Factories; The Motor City; and The Glancy Trains.  New exhibits include Detroit 

Toy Stories, Fabulous 5: Detroit’s Destinations, a display featuring the works of inventor 

William B. Stout, and a 1914 Anderson Detroit Electric Car in our Automotive Showplace. 
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