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Ford Seahorses Scuba Diving Club presents  

the 31stGreat Lakes Shipwreck Festival Saturday, February 25th  
at Washtenaw Community College in Ann Arbor 

 
The Ford Seahorses Scuba Diving Club, in conjunction with the Detroit Historical 

Society’s Dossin Maritime Group and the Dossin Great Lakes Museum, presents the 31st 

Great Lakes Shipwreck Festival on Saturday, February 25th from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 

Washtenaw Community College’s Morris Lawrence Building, 4800 E. Huron River Drive, in 

Ann Arbor.   

This year’s program features presentations about the numerous shipwrecks of Sleeping 

Bear Point, caused by the perilous Manitou Passage, and the tragic loss in 1890 of the steamer 

Fred McBrier that sank seven minutes after colliding with the larger steamer Progress ten miles 

west of Old Mackinac Point Lighthouse in Lake Michigan. In addition to shipwrecks, there will 

be programs from exotic locations around the world with stunning video and still images of 

colorful and unusual marine life.  

Other programs include the fascinating story of the Keystone State, a large wooden 

steamer that disappeared with its entire crew in 1861. Detroit Historical Society senior curator 

Joel Stone will also lead a presentation about the historical significance of six pre-Revolutionary 

War cannons that have been retrieved from the Detroit River over the past 27 years. Stone’s 

presentation, in his words, “will discuss North American artillery of the period, its role in the 

region’s development, and the recovery operation that brought the latest cannon to the surface 

after two centuries.” 

The event also includes a variety of book signings and exhibits from local maritime 

artists, the Dossin Great Lakes Museum, local dive shops, travel companies and other dive-

related companies.  

 



Tickets for the event are $20 in advance and $25 at the door.  For ticket information or 

program details, visit www.shipwreckfestival.org, call (734) 485-0492, or e-mail 

glsftickets@aol.com.     

The Ford Seahorses Scuba Diving Club, established in 1957 as a member of the Ford 

Employees Recreation Association (FERA), is one of the most active dive clubs in Michigan.  

The club is a non-profit organization dedicated to the enjoyment and advancement of the sport of 

scuba diving.  
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