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LEARN HOW MICHIGAN’S EARLIEST RESIDENTS SURVIVED IN THE 
WILDERNESS AT THE DOSSIN GREAT LAKES MUSEUM  

ON SATURDAY, JUNE 25TH  
 

DETROIT - The Dossin Great Lakes Museum will be the place to be on Saturday, June 25th 

from 1 – 4 p.m. for a FREE exciting day of learning “The Wilderness Skills of Our Ancestors” 

from outdoor living expert Jim Miller.  

 Miller will demonstrate the skills our ancestors utilized to survive in the harsh Michigan 

climate of the 1700s and 1800s. His demonstration includes items he has made himself using 

traditional techniques, including buckskin garments, bows and arrows, and a birch bark canoe. 

Outdoorsman and writer, Miller is one of the nation's leading advocates of the study and 

application of traditional skills and crafts. The Port Huron, Michigan native discovered the 

beauty and essence of the natural world at an early age and has spent countless hours studying 

the skills of our ancestors in woods, fields and streams throughout the Great Lakes region. Miller 

has written many articles on primitive and traditional skills and crafts which have appeared in 

publications such as Wilderness Way, Michigan Wilderness Journal, Woods 'n Water News, 

Whispering Winds Magazine and the Bulletin of Primitive Technologies. 

Admission for this event is free to everyone. Call (313) 833-1801 or visit 

www.detroithistorical.org for more information. 

This program is funded in part by the Michigan Humanities Council, an affiliate of the 

National Endowment for the Humanities. 

The Dossin Museum, located at 100 Strand Drive on Belle Isle, is open Saturdays and 

Sundays from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free at the Museum during 2011 thanks to the 

generous support of MASCO, however, donations are welcome. During the week, the Museum 

is open for group tours by advance reservation.  Permanent exhibits include the Miss Pepsi 1950s 

vintage championship hydroplane, a bow anchor from the S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald, the pilothouse 

from the Great Lakes freighter S.S. William Clay Ford, and one of the largest known collections 
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of scale model ships in the world.  New exhibits include Bells and Whistles, Flags and Flashes: 

Lost Languages of the Lakes and To Scale: Great Lakes Model Ship Builders.  For more 

information, call (313) 833-5538 or visit www.detroithistorical.org. 
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