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Back to School with Detroit 67: Looking Back to 
Move Forward
As summer winds down, the Detroit Historical Society is gearing up for the new school year. 
With so much to see and do, the Detroit Historical Museum and the Dossin Great Lakes 
Museum are popular destinations for school groups of all ages. This year, our focus on the 
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the tumultuous summer of 1967 gives us even more 
to offer.

There is arguably no more important generation to reach with the lessons of Detroit 67: Looking 
Back to Move Forward than today’s youth. Already a powerful force, these young leaders are 
making decisions now that will impact our nation for the foreseeable future. It is critically 
important that we provide opportunities for young people to understand the events of 1967 
and the factors that led to them, so that they will be better able find their place in the present 
and positively impact the future. We have developed a three-pronged approach to reaching 
these students:

• Publication: The companion book, Detroit 1967: Origins, Impacts and Legacies, edited by 
senior curator Joel Stone and filled with contributions by nationally known historians and 
local subject matter experts, was released by Wayne State University Press in May. The 
book is appropriate for high school students, and we are working to distribute it to schools 
across the region.  

• Lesson Plans: The Society is working with educators to develop classroom materials and 
offer professional development opportunities that introduce new mechanisms for teaching 
civil rights and social history. This work will create online resources and lesson plans to be 
utilized in conjunction with the project.  

• Exhibition Tours: Museum tours have been a strength of the Society for years, and 
we have created age-specific field trip programs that include tours of the Detroit 67: 
Perspectives exhibit. These inquiry-based tours for high school students follow the newest 
in best practices.

Educational programming and school tours are made possible by the generous support of 
our donors. Sponsorships are still available for the 2017–2018 school year. Special thanks to 
JPMorgan Chase for its sponsorship of our 2017 educational initiatives, to Meijer for ensuring 
that entry into the museum is free for everyone and to Annapurna Pictures for supporting the 
distribution of books to high schools.

At left: Books on display at the Detroit Historical Museum, A 
group of students discusses issues raised by 1967, young visitors 
leave a message for Detroiters in 2067 at the end of the Detroit 67: 
Perspectives exhibition.
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Letter from the 
Executive Director
Bob Bury

Thank you for your support and participation! 

As we mark a month since our commemoration of the 
tumultuous summer of 1967, I want to thank all of you for 

your participation, and extend special thanks to the thousands of visitors 
who have already experienced our new exhibit, Detroit 67: Perspectives. 

Your passion and commitment to Detroit’s future is inspiring and invaluable 
as we work together to write a bold new chapter in our city’s history. 

An important component of our Detroit 67 programming is inspiring 
unlikely conversation. Since the project began, dozens of conversations 
about racial equity, diversity and inclusion—sometimes uncomfortable, 
sometimes difficult—have taken place, here at the Detroit Historical  
Museum and across our community. 

We are pleased that our efforts to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
summer of 1967 have proven to be the catalyst we had hoped for, creating 
the impetus for all of us to, indeed, look back to move forward.

We all know, however, that the issues of equity, diversity and inclusion are 
bigger than any group of individuals or organizations can tackle in one 
conversation.

Know that as part of our Detroit 67: Looking Back to Move Forward initiative, 
we are committed to continue the journey through moderated exhibition 
tours, educational resources, in-house and community based programming, 
as well as future sessions that will engage supporters like you.

I hope you will encourage your family, friends and colleagues to visit the 
museum and our Detroit 67: Perspectives exhibition. Every day, I witness how 
visits to the exhibition often spark thoughtful reflection and discussion. 
Walk-in admission is free every day, but if you would like to preschedule a 
special moderated tour, please contact Heather Dell at 313.833.7979 or at  
heatherd@detroithistorical.org.

Again, my thanks for being part of the Detroit Historical Society. Your 
support is critical as we continue our work to tell Detroit’s stories and why 
they matter. I look forward to seeing you in the museum soon.

                        Sincerely,

 Robert A. Bury
 Executive Director & CEO
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French-Canadian Heritage Day
Saturday, September 30, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Detroit Historical Museum
Free admission!

In 2014, the Michigan House of Representatives proclaimed the week between September and 
October to be French Canadian Heritage Week. For the third year, the Detroit Historical Society will 
celebrate with French Canadian Heritage Day on Saturday, September 30. 

Join us between 11 a.m. and 4 p.m. for free, family-friendly activities that recognize our region’s 
French heritage. Presentations will include the musical group Trois Bouffons, which means “three street performers,” who will entertain 
the crowd with traditional French Canadian music, as well as community dance and storytelling. 

Please visit detroithistorical.org for additional information, including a full schedule of performances and presentations. 

Treats in the Streets
Sunday, October 29, 12 – 3 p.m.
Detroit Historical Museum
Free admission!

One of the spookiest days of the year is 
back! Children aged 12 and younger can 
trick or treat in the Streets of Old Detroit, 
enjoy free refreshments, and make a 
Halloween craft to take home. Throughout 
the afternoon, visitors of all ages will be 
astounded by the magic of The Amazing 

Clark and laugh along with Richard Paul’s “Ha Ha Halloween Show!” 
Families can test their sleuthing skills with our ghoulish history 
hunt for their chance to win a fun prize! We encourage everyone to 
come in costume!  

Noel Night
Saturday, December 2, 5 – 10 p.m.
Detroit Historical Museum
Free admission!

Midtown will be warm and bright for the 45th annual Noel Night 
celebration. At the Detroit Historical Museum, visitors will have 
the chance to meet and take pictures with Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
enjoy musical entertainment and a free activity area for children. 
The evening’s festivities culminate with a community sing-along at 
Woodward and Warren Avenues led by the Salvation Army Band, a 
long-standing Noel Night tradition.

Noon Year’s Eve
Sunday, December 31, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Detroit Historical Museum
Free admission!

How do children who are too young to stay up until midnight celebrate the New Year? They attend 
the Noon Year’s Eve celebration at the Detroit Historical Museum! Preschool and elementary-aged 
children and their families can make their own noisemaker, write a time capsule letter, enjoy cookies 
and hot cocoa and, most importantly, ring in the New Year with a countdown to noon! 

Belle Isle Holiday Stroll at the Dossin 
Great Lakes Museum
Friday, December 8, 5 – 8 p.m.
Dossin Great Lakes Museum
Free admission!

The Dossin Great Lakes Museum is pleased to partner with the 
Belle Isle Aquarium and the Anna Scripps Whitcomb Conservatory 
for the 4th annual Belle Isle Stroll. Families are invited to visit all 
three attractions for good holiday fun. At the Dossin, families 
will enjoy hot cocoa and cookies, holiday music and free winter-
themed crafts.  

DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

A Members-Only 
Thanksgiving 
Tradition 
Thursday, November 23, 
8 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Detroit Historical Museum
$35 general admission, $150 VIP

Savor America’s Thanksgiving Day Parade® at the 
Detroit Historical Museum! Reserve a front-row seat as the parade 
begins right in front of the museum, at Woodward and Kirby. Space 
is limited, and admission is only available to Detroit Historical 
Society members. Get your membership and tickets now at 
detroithistorical.org or by contacting Alaina Vacha at  
alainav@detroithistorical.org or 313.833.0158.

Join Us for Fall & Winter Family Favorites!
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Detroit 67 Third Thursday Speaker Series
Our popular Third Thursday speaker series continues this fall at the Detroit Historical Museum. Attendance 
is free, but pre-registration is encouraged, as space is limited. To register for a presentation, please contact 
Charnae Sanders, Public Programs Coordinator, at 313.833.0277 or charnaes@detroithistorical.org.
 

FALL SPEAkEr SEriES:

Roses and Revolutions: The Voice and Vision of Detroit’s Dudley Randall
by Dr. Melba Joyce Boyd, Wayne State University

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 6–8 P.M. 

Dr. Melba Joyce Boyd is a Distinguished Professor in African American Studies at Wayne State University 
and an award-winning author of 13 books, nine of which are poetry. Her book Wrestling with the Muse: Dudley Randall and the Broadside 
Press received the 2005 Honor for Nonfiction from The Black Caucus of the American Library Association. In this presentation, Dr. Boyd 
will talk about Randall and the Broadside Press and address the impact that the 1967 Rebellion had on their work.

What’s in a Name? Riot, Rebellion or Revolution?
by Max Herman, New Jersey City University

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, 6–8 P.M. 

Max Herman is an Associate Professor of Sociology at New Jersey City University. His presentation will explore the historical memory 
of the events that occurred in Detroit and Newark, New Jersey during the summer of 1967, focusing on the terminology that people use 
to describe those events. He wll consider how the choice of labels impacts the way that people see those events in light of current and 
future social, economic and political conditions.

The Algiers Motel Murders and the Infrastructure of Injustice
by Danielle McGuire, Wayne State University

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 6–8 P.M. 

Danielle McGuire is an Associate Professor in the History Department at Wayne State University and the award-winning author of At 
the Dark End of the Street: Black Women, Rape and Resistance – a New History of the Civil Rights Movement from Rosa Parks to the Rise of Black 
Power and Freedom Rights: New Perspectives on the Civil Rights Movement. During this presentation, McGuire will discuss the murder of 
three teenagers at the Algiers Motel on July 26, 1967 by Detroit police, how a group of disparate individuals worked to hold them 
accountable for their actions and how the police got away with it. 

Riot?
Rebellion?
Revolution?

Homeschool   
Field Days
Wednesday, October 11 and 
Wednesday, November 1
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Detroit Historical Museum

Register at detroithistorical.
eventbrite.com or by calling 313.833.7979

Make the Detroit Historical Museum a part of your homeschool 
studies. This fall, we’re offering specially designed workshops 
for homeschoolers. Each two-hour workshop takes place in one 
of the museum’s permanent exhibitions and is designed to be an 
interactive lesson that encourages students to examine objects 
and ideas through a variety of activities, including discussion, 
crafting, writing, role playing and games.

Workshops cost $7 per person and pre-registration is required. 
Participation is limited to 30 persons. Children must be 7 or older. 
Parents must pay workshop fee if they would like to join their 
child. Visit detroithistorical.eventbrite.com for full details and 
registration.

Midtown Labor History Days
Saturday, October 21 and Sunday, October 22, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Detroit Historical Museum
Free admission!

In conjunction with the annual North American Labor History 
Conference at Wayne State University, the Michigan Labor History 
Society invites families to the Detroit Historical Museum for two 
days of docent-guided exhibit tours, music and films.

Saturday will feature children’s activities, including a children’s 
concert, as well as oral history collection by the WSU History 
Department, when attendees can share their work life experiences.

Other nearby events are planned for the weekend, including guided 
tours of the Diego Rivera murals at the Detroit Institute of Arts, 
bus and walking tours geared to labor history in metro Detroit and 
a special presentation of the musical production “The Forgotten 
Man’s Radio Hour,” at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, October 21, at the 
WSU Community Arts Auditorium.

Admission to all events is free. More information, including a 
full program schedule is available at the Michigan Labor History 
Society website, mlhs.wayne.edu.
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CHANGING & SpECIAL ExHIBITIONS

Now Open in the Booth-Wilkinson Gallery 
Detroit 67: Perspectives
The Detroit 67: Looking Back to Move Forward exhibition, Perspectives, demonstrates how 
storytelling and technology can converge to spark reflection. For the past two years, we have engaged 
the community to help us develop the exhibition and innovative companion space that enhances the 
story. Your voices literally provided the soundtrack to the exhibition. 

This comprehensive, inclusive and thought-provoking exhibit begins by looking at the complex realities 
of life in metropolitan Detroit during the 50 years prior to 1967, followed by a review of the unrest that 
occurred between July 23 and August 1, 1967. Next, the exhibition explores the last 50 years up to the 
present day, detailing the progress we have made as well the setbacks we have endured. The 
exhibition narrative concludes by showcasing our project partners and ongoing programs that 
challenge the community to use what we have learned in the past 100+ years to create a future 
for Detroit filled with unparalleled promise and opportunity. 

Detroit 67: Perspectives has been developed in close collaboration with numerous scholars, 
subject matter experts and community members. In addition to core cultural and non-profit 
partners like the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History, New Detroit and the 
Michigan Roundtable for Diversity and Inclusion, we have enlisted noted academicians, authors 
and community leaders to guide our efforts. 

Opening on September 23, 2017 in the Warner Norcross & Judd   
Automotive Showplace! 
1963 Chrysler Turbine
What has one spark plug, no pistons, no cylinders and could run on anything from 
peanut oil to Chanel No. 5? The 1963 Chrysler Turbine!

After more than 50 years, the 1963 Chrysler Turbine is still the only example of a 
publicly available automobile that was powered by an adapted turbine jet engine. 
Chrysler had been experimenting with turbine engines as a replacement for piston-
driven motors since before Work War II, and the company hand-built 50 turbine-powered 
vehicles at their Highland Park Design Studio. They launched an intensive two-year 
research test program in which consumers across the country were given the revolutionary 
cars to drive and then report their findings. When the program ended in 1966, the cars were 
rounded up and crushed. Only ten exist today.

Our Chrysler Turbine is returning home after being on loan for many years. See it at the 
Detroit Historical Museum, just miles from where it was created.

Last days for the Bi-Autogo! Time is running out to see the newly restored, one-of-a-kind  
Bi-Autogo before it leaves to make way for the Chrysler Turbine. The unique motorcycle car will 
be on display through Sunday, September 17.

Supported by the 
MotorCities National 
Heritage Area

Opening September 23, 2017 in the Detroit Artist Showcase

Detroit’s Prismatic Club   
Celebrates 150 Years

On January 10, 1867, five Detroit gentlemen 
established a club with the intent of meeting 
weekly to discuss literature, art, science, travel, 
politics and society’s accomplishments. They 
chose the name Prismatic to represent the 
range of topics and opinions that were to be 
encouraged.

A century and a half later, the club continues 
this weekly tradition, making it one of the oldest 
social organizations of its kind in the United 

States. Today, the Prismatic Foundation maintains the club’s 
midtown headquarters, and makes grants to organizations that 
preserve and promote the history of Detroit. This exhibition 
highlights the history, art and literature of the Prismatic Club. 

Open through October 8, 2017 in the Community Gallery
200 Years Young: Detroit and the 
University of Michigan

Presented by the University of Michigan 
Bicentennial Office, this exhibition showcases 
the longstanding bonds and interactions between 
Detroit and the University of Michigan as it 
celebrates its 200th anniversary.

U-M was founded in Detroit in 1817, and each 
community has been made stronger by the ideas 
and contributions of its members, from public 

health improvements and broadened civil rights to architectural 
design and compelling journalism. This exhibition features arts 
and entertainment, classroom experiences, public servants and 
Wolverine sports in Detroit through the decades. It also looks to 
the future, highlighting U-M undergraduate and graduate students 
who call Detroit home, as well as the dozens of university initiatives 
under way in the city.
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CHANGING ExHIBITIONS

Opening October 21, 2017 in the Community Gallery
The First 100 Years 
Selfridge Air National Guard Base

When the United States entered WWI in 1917, Selfridge Air Field was established in Harrison Township, near Mount 
Clemens. Named for Lt. Thomas E. Selfridge—the country’s first military pilot who was killed in 1908 while flying with 
Orville Wright—Selfridge was an early training ground for gunners and aircraft mechanics.

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Selfridge became home to new recruits for basic training, and the Tuskegee Airmen 
also received combat training there.  In 1971, the base was transferred from the US Air Force to the Michigan Air 
National Guard. Today, Selfridge is the largest joint reserves forces base in the United States, home to the 127th Wing, 
Michigan Air National Guard, Air Force Reserves, Navy Reserves, Marine Corps, Army Reserves, Army National Guard 
and Coast Guard.

Fall 2017

DOSSIN ExHIBITIONS

The Richard and Jane Manoogian Ship 
Model Showcase features a rotating 
selection of finely detailed models 
from the Detroit Historical Society 
collection. 

Now on display in Aaron DeRoy 
Hall, The H. Houghten and Sidney 
O. Neff represent early steam 
freighters, with designs known 
locally as a “rabbit” and a “lumber 
hooker.” The beautiful five-masted David Dows was the largest 
sailing vessel to operate on the lakes. And the railcar ferry Pere 
Marquette 10 (at right) was a familiar sight along the riverfront in 
both Detroit and Port Huron.

This exhibition at the Dossin Great Lakes 
Museum is an interactive installation 
exploring various scientific principles used by 
sailors on the water every day. 

How does a propeller move a boat? Why can 
a sailboat move upwind? How does a steam 
whistle work? Periscopes, rudders, lighthouse 
lenses, outboard motors, steam engines, flares 

and many more everyday maritime tools are explained in this 
exciting, hands-on exhibition. 

How Does That Work? is great for small-group STEM learning 
opportunities and gives valuable context to the exhibitions and 
artifacts throughout the rest of the museum.

In the Richard and Jane Manoogian Ship Model Showplace 
The Details Are Amazing!

In the Robert M. Dossin Gallery 
How Does That Work?

Opening September 23, 2017 on the Lower Level
Re-Documenting Detroit

Re-Documenting Detroit is a multi-semester sponsored partnership 
between The Detroit Historical Society and the Photography 
Department at the College for Creative Studies to photographically 
document the changes to the environment and culture of Detroit.

In 2015, the Society received a Knight Arts Challenge Grant that 
enabled us to revisit this project, which was started in the 1970s–
early 1980s under the guidance of Professor Emeritus Bill Rauhauser.  

Starting on Saturday, September 23, select photographs from 
Fall 2016 and Winter 2017 students will be on display on the 
museum’s lower level. They will be accompanied by images from our 
collection by the late Bill Rauhauser, as we pay tribute to his years of 
teaching and creating documentary photography in Detroit. 

At left: Re-Documenting Detroit photos by John Cates (top) and 
Jeremy Rafter (bottom). At right: “Adolph Cardinali” (top) and 
“Guardian Building, West Entrance” (bottom) by Bill Rauhauser.
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DOSSIN EvENTS

Shipwrecks of the Mackinac Straits
Sunday, September 17, 1 – 3:30 p.m.
$5 DHS/GLMI members, $10 guests 
Dossin Great Lakes Museum

Join us for three presentations about the 
history and some of the shipwrecks in the 
Straits of Mackinac, which is the final resting 
place of approximately 100 ships.

Luke Clyburn will discuss the history of the 
Mackinac Straits. Tony Gramer will explore 
three of his favorite shipwrecks, the Maitland, 
Sandusky and the Stalker in the Mackinac Straits and discuss 
ships of the 1800s. The program will conclude with a presentation 
on the Cedarville. Visit detroithistorical.org or call 313.833.1801 for 
additional information and to purchase tickets.

Dossin Invitational Rowing Regatta
Sunday, September 17, 6 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
Belle Isle
Free admission! 
This annual competition between local high school rowers will 
take place at the Detroit Boat Club on Belle Isle. Course location 
(which side of the island) usually depends on the wind direction, 
but it’s always a lot of fun to watch.

Great Lakes Maritime Institute   
Annual Dinner
Sunday, October 1, 2 – 5 p.m. 
$35 gereral admission 
Dossin Great Lakes Museum

Divemaster and underwater 
cinematographer Tony Gramer 
will be the featured speaker at this 
year’s GLMI Dinner beginning on Sunday, October 1 at the Dossin 
Great Lakes Museum. His presentation will discuss the project 
to restore the figurehead of the brig Sandusky, lost in the Straits 
of Mackinac in 1856. When Tony and a team of divers discovered 
that the figurehead had been vandalized, they set about the task of 
replacing it. For more information or to purchase tickets, visit  
glmi.org or call 586.777.8300.

Marine Mart Is On the Move
The Great Lakes Maritime Institute’s 
annual Marine Mart has outgrown 
DeRoy Hall at the Dossin Great Lakes 
Museum. This year’s gathering will 
take place on Saturday, November 18 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Walter F. 
Bruce VFW Post (28404 Jefferson) in 
St. Clair Shores. With vendor interest 
high, expect an expanded array of 
maritime artifacts, books, paintings, photographs, and ephemera—
everything you need for the boat nut on your list. 

For more details and vendor information, contact Kathy McGraw at 
313.791.8452 or mcgrawka@sbcglobal.net.

Livonia Amateur Radio Club 
Edmund Fitzgerald Live Radio 
Broadcast
Sunday, November 12, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
DeRoy Hall, Dossin Great Lakes Museum
Free admission!

18th Annual Lost Mariners Remembrance 
Friday, November 10, 6 – 8 p.m., Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Dossin Great Lakes Museum

When the tug Admiral and its consort tanker-barge Cleveco left Toledo on December 1, 1942, there 
were no indications of the horrific snow storm that would hit Lake Erie. The barge carried 18 men 
and a million gallons of crude oil critical to World War II production. The tug carried 14 men.

Early the next morning, the Admiral and its men disappeared in a sudden catastrophe. The 
barge drifted for another day as the storm gained in ferocity. The Coast Guard and nearby 
merchant vessels mounted a desperate search to find the Cleveco, until eventually radio telephone 
transmissions from the barge ceased. The brave men of both vessels will be honored in this 
presentation by Kevin Magee, founder of Cleveland Underwater Explorers (CLUE).

A lantern vigil at the Edmund Fitzgerald anchor begins the night, followed by a performance by 
Lee Murdock, Great Lakes balladeer, and an Honor Guard escort of the memorial wreath to the 
Detroit River for receipt by the Honor Flotilla of Great Lakes vessels.

Admission is $5 for members, $10 for guests, and $25 for families of up to six.  Seating is 
limited, and advance registration is required, as this event is expected to sell out. Please call 
313.833.1801 or visit detroithistorical.org for more information or to register.  Tickets are not 
expected to be available at the door, but the public is welcome to watch the flotilla from the 
river bank adjacent to the museum at no charge.

Special thanks to the Lake Carriers’ Association for sponsoring and to the International Shipmasters’ 
Association Lodge #7 for their support of this program.
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GM Heritage Center  
OctOber 6 • 9–10:30 a.m.
$20 members/$30 guests
Friday tour!
The GM Heritage 
Center, not 
open to the 
public, serves 
as a showplace 
for the vehicles 
of the GM 
Heritage Collection as well as the home 
of the Heritage and Media Archive. The 
Center has approximately 200 vehicles on 
display, while the Archive houses 15,000 
linear feet of shelving containing significant 
documents, manuals, brochures and 
artifacts documenting GM’s rich history of 
innovation.

G.A.R. Building Tour
OctOber 14 • 10–11:30 a.m.
$20 members/$30 guests
The G.A.R. Building 
was designed by 
architect Julian Hess 
and constructed 
as an appropriate 
structure for 
meetings and 
other G.A.R.-
related activities. 
The original construction cost was split 
between the Grand Army of the Republic 
(who paid $6,000) and the city of Detroit 
(who paid the remaining $44,000 of the 
total cost). Construction commenced in 
1897 on the five-story building.  

After sitting vacant for many years, the 
G.A.R. Building was purchased from the 
city of Detroit in November 2011 by media 
production firm Mindfield. Mindfield 
moved into the top two floors and has 
been renovating the G.A.R. They lease 
the ground floor for restaurants and have 
dedicated a memorial to Civil War Veterans. 

The parade Company
OctOber 21 • 10–11:30 a.m.
$25 members/$35 guests
You’re invited to take a 
behind the scenes look 
and discover Detroit’s 
hidden treasures at 
The Parade Company 
Studio. Step into a 
storyland of color and 
fun as we get ready for 
one of Detroit’s most anticipated holiday 
events, America’s Thanksgiving Parade®!
 
Wander through a wonderland of fantasy 
and floats. Marvel at the world’s largest 
collection of antique papier-mâché heads.  
See the Costume Department where 
characters come to life. Meet award-winning 
artisans who bring the magic to you, with 
many more characters turning up every day.

NOAA National Weather Service 
Detroit/Pontiac Office      
OctOber 27 • 6–8 P.m.
$20 members/$30 guests
Friday evening tour!
In 1992, a new forecast 
office for Southeast 
Michigan was 
constructed in Oakland 
County’s White Lake 
Township. This office 
essentially merged 
the forecast office 
in Ann Arbor with the offices at Detroit 
Metro and Flint. Despite the departure of 
the National Weather Service from Detroit 
Metro Airport, climate data for DTW is still 
received and archived at the NWS White 
Lake office, maintaining the continuous 
weather data for Detroit that goes back to 
the late nineteenth century. 

On this tour, you will learn about weather 
forecasting and the weather balloon, then 
head out to the observation area to see the 
weather balloon launch for the evening. 

Detroit Denim
NOvember 4 • 10 a.m.–12 P.m.
$20 members/$30 guests
Although Detroit Denim was legally 
incorporated in 2010, the journey began 
much, much earlier. Almost thirty years 
ago, when Eric Yelsma was a teenager, he 
discovered an interest in sewing. Over 
time, his enthusiasm and experimentation 
emerged into a detailed and very specific 
line of men’s jeans. Eric branded these 
jeans and his company Detroit Denim Co. 
Detroit Denim Co. uses the finest quality 
components, all sourced from American 
companies. Handmade in Detroit, by 
Detroiters, his products expose the myth 
that it’s impossible to create a sustainable 
jeans business domestically and help 
diversify the manufacturing base of Detroit, 
by producing a line of men’s jeans like 
no other. Come learn how Detroit Denim 
manufactures their products, and enjoy a 
mini-workshop to create a special token to 
remember your visit.

traffic Jam and Snug 
NOvember 11 • 10 a.m.–12:30 P.m.
$30 members/$40 guests
Includes lunch!
The Traffic Jam and Snug, 
established in 1965 and 
deemed the first brew-
pub in the state in 1992, 
is truly one of Detroit’s 
hidden treasures. Known 
throughout Midtown for 
their in-house bakery, microbrewery, dairy, 
intimate multi-level dining rooms and an 
eclectic menu of made-from-scratch dishes, 
there is nothing quite like The Traffic Jam.  
This tour will give you the opportunity to 
explore the kitchens and see where their 
award-winning cheeses and beers are 
crafted, using the same equipment for both 
processes.  Then, you will get to sample 
some of their freshly-made food as you settle 
in for lunch!

BEHIND THE SCENES TOURS
Fall 2017

$20 Detroit Historical Society members • $30 Guests (unless otherwise noted)

Tickets available to all members starting at 10 a.m. on 
Tuesday, September 19, 2017. No tickets will be sold before 
this time! Public registration for any remaining tickets begins 
on October 3.
Current members with an active email address will receive an email reminder when 
tickets become available online. If you would like to be sure your membership has 
not expired or share an updated email address, please contact Alaina Vacha at 
313.833.0158 or alainav@detroithistorical.org. 

Sponsored by

You will be able to purchase tickets at detroithistorical.org or by 
phone at 313.833.1801. Behind the Scenes Tours may involve 
physically challenging environments that require walking long 
distances, standing for extended periods and climbing stairs. 
Please call 313.833.1801 to confirm physical requirements for 
specific tours if concerned.

Tour registrants receive directions to the tour location, a map and 
additional information 1-2 weeks after payment is received. Tours 
typically last 90 minutes to two hours. No refunds or tour credits 
will be given.
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BEHIND THE SCENES TOURS
Fall 2017

$20 Detroit Historical Society members • $30 Guests (unless otherwise noted)

Sponsored by

Charles Lang Freer House
NOvember 16 • 6–7:30 P.m.
$20 members/$30 guests
Thursday evening tour!
The Freer House 
is considered 
to be one of the 
most significant 
historic buildings 
in Michigan, both 
for its unique 
shingle style 
design and for its 
association with Detroit industrialist and art 
collector, Charles Lang Freer.  Built in 1892 
and designed by the Philadelphia architect 
Wilson Eyre, the Freer House is referred to 
by historian Thomas Brunk as “the original 
Freer Gallery of Art.” Acquired by the 
Merrill Palmer School in 1920, the house 
today serves as the Merrill Palmer Skillman 
Institute of Wayne State University.    

William Colburn, Freer House Director, will 
describe the building’s rich history and 
plans for future public interpretation and 
restoration. A brief video on the history of 
Freer and the Freer House will be shown.

NovEMBER 25 – No tour, 
Thanksgiving holiday observed

John King Used & rare books 
December 2 • 10 a.m.–12 P.m.
$20 members/$30 guests
In 1983, John K. King purchased the giant, 
abandoned, four-story Advance Glove 

factory building at 901 West Lafayette in 
downtown Detroit. Within a few years, King 
was utilizing all four floors of the building 
for his retail concern, filling the basement 
to overflowing with duplicates and books 
waiting to be processed. He also bought the 
office building behind his store, the old Otis 
Elevator building, and set up his offices and 
rare book room upstairs there. And in the 
basement? More books. It never ends!  

This tour will allow you a glimpse into a 
booklover’s dream and the opportunity to 
see select items in the rare book room and 
annex.

Ford Field 
December 9 • 10 a.m.–11 a.m.
$20 members/$30 guests
Ford Field 
represents 
Detroit’s 
history and 
its future 
in a single 
venue and 
serves as the home of the Detroit Lions, 
Super Bowl XL, and the 2009 NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Final Four.  We welcome you to 
experience this innovation in architecture, 
as Ford Field integrates the Detroit Lions 
stadium into the historical old Hudson’s 
warehouse built in the 1920s. Also, get a peek 
at a Ford Field suite, an NFL locker room, 
walk down the tunnel to the field and stand 
on the turf for a player’s view of the stadium.

Country Club of Detroit 
December 16 • 10 a.m.–12:30 P.m.
$45 members/$55 guests
Includes 
lunch!
The Country 
Club of 
Detroit’s 
history 
spans WWI, 
Prohibition, the Stock Market crash of 
1929, the following depression, WWII, the 
era of debutantes and big bands as well as 
several clubhouse transformations. From the 
original purchase of an existing clubhouse to 
Albert Kahn’s updated versions and the still 
newer Smith, Hinchman & Grylls clubhouse 
that has had several updates throughout 
nearly 80 years, the Country Club of Detroit 
has continued to grow and still focuses on 
family activities. Come learn the stories 
behind the club’s success!

  
Purchase tickets at detroithistorical.org or by 
phone at 313.833.1801 starting at 10 a.m. on 
Tuesday, September 19 for members.

any remaining tickets will go on sale to the public 
on October 3. 

If you plan to purchase online, please login to 
your account a few days prior so that you know 
your password.
Note that the quantity of discounted tickets that 
you may purchase per event depends on your 
membership level. 

Since 1972, the Historic Houses of Worship 
tours have acquainted metro Detroiters with 
the contributions that religious institutions 
have made in the development of our 
community. These tours are sponsored by 
the Detroit Historical Society.

All tours run from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
depart from and return to the Detroit 
Historical Museum. The cost is $40 for 
Detroit Historical Society members and 
$50 for guests. Your tour fee includes 
motor coach transportation with docent 

commentary, historical presentations at 
each tour stop, lunch and donations sent 
back to each location.

Current members with an active email 
address will receive an email reminder 
when tickets become available online. 
If you would like to be sure your 
membership has not expired or share an 
updated email address, please contact 
Alaina Vacha at 313.833.0158 or  
alainav@detroithistorical.org.

Historic Houses of Worship Tours
NOvember 6, 2017

Sweetest Heart of Mary
First Unitarian Universalist
Cass Community United Methodist 
Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox
Holy Cross Hungarian

December 4, 2017

Trinity-St. Mark’s United Church of Christ
Ste. Anne de Detroit
St. John’s Episcopal
St. Cyprian’s Episcopal
Plymouth United Church of Christ 

NOte: Due to the popularity of these tours, it is recommended that you make reservations well in 
advance. No group or individual reservations will be held without payment in full.
Due to the nature of historic buildings, the Historic Houses of Worship Tours may require walking long 
distances, standing for extended periods and climbing stairs. Please call 313.833.1801 to confirm 
physical requirements for specific tours if concerned.
Want to book a private tour for your group of 25 or more? Contact Charnae Sanders at 313.833.0277.
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BEHIND THE SCENES TOURS
Fall 2017

$20 Detroit Historical Society members • $30 Guests (unless otherwise noted)

Sponsored by

Behind the Scenes and Historic Houses of Worship tickets will be available to all members 
starting at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, September 19, 2017. No tickets will be sold before this time! Public 
registration for any remaining tickets begins on October 3.
Purchase tickets at detroithistorical.org or by phone at 313.833.1801.  

behind the Scenes tours • $20 DetrOIt HIStOrIcaL SOcIetY memberS • $30 GUeStS (UNLeSS NOteD)
Friday, October 6 9 a.m. GM Heritage Center $20 Members $30 Guests

Saturday, October 14 10 a.m. G.A.R. Building Tour $20 Members $30 Guests

Saturday, October 21 10 a.m. The Parade Company $25 Members       $35 Guests

Friday, October 27 6 p.m. NOAA National Weather Service Detroit/Pontiac Office $20 Members $30 Guests

Saturday, November 4 10 a.m. Detroit Denim $20 Members $30 Guests

Saturday, November 11 10 a.m. Traffic Jam and Snug $30 Members $40 Guests

Thursday, November 16 6 p.m. Charles Lang Freer House $20 Members $30 Guests

Saturday, December 2 10 a.m. John K. King Used & Rare Books $20 Members $30 Guests

Saturday, December 9 10 a.m. Ford Field $20 Members $30 Guests

Saturday, December 16 10 a.m. Country Club of Detroit $45 Members $55 Guests

Historic Houses of Worship • $40 DetrOIt HIStOrIcaL SOcIetY memberS • $50 GUeStS
Monday, November 6 10 a.m.  $40 Members $50 Guests

Monday, December 4 10 a.m.  $40 Members $50 Guests

Monthly Specials in our Museum Stores! 

September 
Celebrating Sports in Detroit! 

all sports related items 10% off

October 
10% off Detroit Historical Society Logo merchandise

November 
10% off maps, Poster and Prints

December 
10% off made in Detroit merchandise

Happy Holidays! 
November - December 

Members receive an additional 10%  off  all purchases
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MEMBERSHIp & DEvELOpMENT NEWS
Fall 2017

Detroit 67: Looking back to move Forward Leadership 
Summit 
On Monday, July 17, nearly 500 people joined the Detroit Historical Society and the Detroit 
Economic Club for a meeting featuring a panel discussion on racial equity, diversity and 
inclusion, moderated by Crain’s Detroit Publisher and Editor-in-Chief Ron Fournier. The 
distinguished panel featued PwC National Chairman and Managing Partner Tim Ryan, 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation President and CEO LaJune Montgomery Tabron and Henry Ford 
Health System President and CEO Wright Lassiter, III.  

Later that evening, 40 CEOs from corporations and foundations across the region 
joined panelists Montgomery Tabron and Ryan for a roundtable discussion at the 
Detroit Historical Museum. The Detroit 67 Leadership Summit provided guests with the 
opportunity to tour the Detroit 67: Perspectives exhibit, before engaging in a candid and 
courageous dinner conversation on economic inclusion, civic engagement, diversity, racial 
equality and neighborhood advancement. The roundtable discussion concluded with an 
introduction of the L.E.A.D. Committee, a new group organized around a call to action for 
Leadership Engagement and Accountability in Detroit. L.E.A.D. is a joint project of the 
Detroit Historical Society and Detroit Young Professionals launching in Fall 2017.

Special thanks to PwC and the W.K. Kellogg Foundation for sponsoring the 2017 Detroit 67 
Leadership Summit.

At right, from top: Panelists are shown from right to left: Wright Lassiter, III, 
President and CEO Henry Ford Health System, Tim Ryan, CEO and Managing 
Partner, PwC, LaJune Montgomery Tabron, President and CEO, W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation and Ron Fournier, Publisher and Editor of Crain’s Detroit 
Business; audience members listen to the Detroit Economic Club roundtable 
conversation; Leadership Summit guests at the Detroit Historical Museum.

Join Us for the Detroit Historical Society’s 95th Annual Meeting
The Detroit Historical Society’s 95th Annual Meeting will be held at the Detroit Historical Museum at 9 a.m on Wednesday, October 25. 
Connect with us as we summarize the accomplishments of 2016–2017 and outline our exciting plans for 2017–2018. 

To RSVP,  please contact Alaina Vacha at alainav@detroithistorical.org or 313.833.0158 by Friday, October 6.

A Truly Historical Gift
A Detroit Historical Society gift membership is the perfect gift for 
almost anyone. Membership provides special access to exhibit 
openings, movie screenings, unique speaker series and tours and 
many more exciting events. Give someone a special gift of exploring 
our unique past and support the Detroit Historical Society’s efforts 
to preserve and share the vital stories that make up the history 
of Detroit. Invest in the historical experience and purchase a gift 
membership today!

For more information, please visit our website at detroithistorical.org or 
contact Alaina Vacha at alainav@detroithistorical.org or 313.833.0158.

Calling All Wolverines!
To celebrate the University of Michigan’s 
200 Years Young exhibit in the Community 
Gallery (see page 5 for more details), 
we are collaborating with U-M to offer  
Collector Society memberships for $25 (a 
50% discount) to U-M faculty, staff, alumni 
and, of course, current students! This offer 
will be available throughout 2017, ending 
on July 31, 2018.

For questions or pricing on additional membership levels, contact Alaina 
Vacha at alainav@detroithistorical.org or 313.833.0158.
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Films shown at the Dossin Great Lakes museum:

More Bob-lo Memories
(Running Time: 42 minutes) 
Saturday, October 14 and 
Sunday, October 15 • 2 p.m.
“More Bob-lo Memories” will bring you 
back to the fun-filled summer days of 
taking a steamboat ride down the Detroit 
River to our region’s one-of-a-kind island 
amusement park.

The Fitzgerald Tragedy
(Running Time: 60 minutes) 
Saturday, November 11 and 
Sunday, November 12 • 2 p.m.
Twenty years of documentary filmmaking 
and exclusive interviews with people 
closest to the disaster are presented in “The 
Fitzgerald Tragedy”—an historical narrative 
as told by those closest to the most famous 
ore carrier to ever sail the Great Lakes. Ship 
captains and crew members, Coast Guard 
personnel, lighthouse keepers, commercial 

fishermen, maritime historians, authors, divers and other maritime 
experts all give their theories and opinions as to what caused the 
S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald’s demise on Lake Superior. 

Long Ships of the Great Lakes
(Running Time: 76 minutes) 
Saturday, December 9 and   
Sunday, December 10 • 2 p.m.
Combining documentaries, short films 
and newsreels, this collection features 
rare footage of Great Lakes ships in the 
late 1950s and early 1960s. You’ll board 
the Edmund Fitzgerald, watch the S.S. 
Arthur M. Anderson maneuver locks and 

dams, learn about the strategic military importance of the Great 
Lakes, visit the Erie Canal, see ore shipping and steel mills in action 
and much more. 

Films shown at the Detroit Historical museum:

Detroit, Remember When  
Motor City Memories 
(Running Time: 44 minutes) 
Saturday, October 14 and 
Sunday, October 15 • 3 p.m.
Travel back in time and experience 
Detroit traditions that live on in rare films, 
old photographs and fond memories in 
this extraordinary documentary. From 
Briggs Stadium to Boblo, Black Bottom 
to the Boulevard, this made-in-Detroit 
documentary captures the spirit of the city 

in reminiscences of what used to be and remembrances of what 
once was. Summer days at Belle Isle, the Vernor’s soda fountain, 
Jefferson Beach and Edgewater Park are among the sites revisited 
in footage and from Detroit-area family collections and media 
archives. 

Detroit, Remember When 
Historic Houses of Worship
(Running Time: 90 minutes)  
Saturday, November 11 and   
Sunday, November 12 • 3 p.m. 
Detroit and its surrounding communities 
are home to some of the most historic and 
architecturally significant religious buildings 
in the country. As immigrants from around 
the world swelled Detroit’s population, they 
brought their faith and cultural traditions 
with them and reflected those traditions 

in the churches, synagogues and mosques they erected. This film 
takes viewers on a one-hour tour of eight of the area’s most revered 
religious facilities representing a range of faiths and traditions. In 
many cases, images of the current and earlier structures will help 
tell these transformative stories.

The Story of Willow Run
(Running Time: 35 minutes)  
Saturday, December 9 and   
Sunday, December 10 • 3 p.m.
The idea for the Willow Run B-24 Bomber 
Plant was conceived by Henry Ford, who told 
the United States government that he could 
support the aircraft production needs for 
the coming world war by building B-24s on 
a production line the same way Ford Motor 
Company built automobiles at “The Rouge.” 
By the end of production, the sprawling 

Willow Run plant was rolling out one B-24 every 55 minutes, 24 
hours a day. This is the story of that accomplishment as filmed 
by the Ford Motor Company in this original, 1945 black and white 
documentary. 

pUBLIC AND SpECIAL pROGRAMS
Fall 2017

Fall Film Series
The Detroit Historical Society invites you to enjoy our Film 
Series, featuring FREE monthly screenings of fascinating 
Detroit films on selected weekends in the Louise C. Booth 
Auditorium at the Detroit Historical Museum and DeRoy Hall 
at the Dossin Great Lakes Museum.
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Fall 2017

pARTNERSHIp pROGRAMS

Detroit ’67 play by Dominque Morisseau
Partner program with Detroit Public Theatre, performances through October 2017

Don’t miss a city-wide tour of Detroit ’67, the award-winning play written by internationally acclaimed, native 
Detroit playwright, Dominique Morisseau. Marking the 50-year commemoration of the summer of 1967 in 
Detroit, Detroit Public Theatre invites the public to attend the free performances in neighborhoods throughout 
Detroit through October. This touring production was made a possible through an Arts Challenge grant from 
The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation.

Detroit ’67, which received the 2014 Edward M. Kennedy Prize for Drama, explores an explosive and decisive 
moment in a great American city. The play’s compelling characters struggle with racial and economic inequity 
in a work grounded in history that invites meaningful dialogue. For a full schedule, visit detroitpublictheatre.
org/detroit-67.

The History of Immigrant-Owned Businesses in the 
black community: examining 1967 to Present Day
Partner program with Welcoming Michigan 
Wednesday, September 20, 6–8 p.m.
Detroit Historical Museum

Join us for a panel discussion with historian Jamon Jordan and 
others, who will examine the joys and tensions between immigrant 
business owners and members of the African American community 
that they served. How did the events of 1967 impact the way 
business owners invested in the surrounding community? What 
was the trajectory of Black-owned businesses and how do they 
fare now? This event represents a special partnership between 
Welcoming Michigan and the Detroit 67 Project as a part of 
WelcomingWeek 2017.

43rd Annual Eleanor’s Walk for Hope
Partner program with Focus: HOPE 
Sunday, October 8, 9 a.m.–3 p.m.
Focus: HOPE Campus, 1200 Oakman Blvd., Detroit
 

For the second year, the Detroit Historical Society will partner 
with Focus: HOPE to offer an information booth and participate 
in this fundraising and community-building walk that is attended 
by thousands annually. This year, the Society hopes to defend its 
title for the most attendees representing a member of the Walk’s 
Steering Committee. 

For more information or to register to participate, visit evensi.us/
eleanors-walk-for-hope-amp-5k-run-2017-focus-hope/213503108.

Weekend of prayer Community Initiative
Now through December 31, 2017

The Detroit 67 Project’s Weekend of Prayer is a special initiative inviting all faith 
communities to reflect on the 50th anniversary and commemoration of the events of 
July 1967. During the weekend of July 21–July 23, 2017, more than a dozen area faith 
communities participated in Weekend of Prayer by offering special activities, sermons, 
prayers and discussions. Based on its popularity, we are pleased to extend the initiative 
through the end of 2017. For information about how your faith community can participate 
visit detroit1967.org/get-involved/weekend-of-prayer.

A Special Invitation For All Faith 
Communities To See Detroit 67: 
Perspectives
Sunday, October 15, 1–5 p.m.
Detroit Historical Museum

To RSVP your congregation/faith 
community, please call 313.833.7979. or 
email HeatherD@detroithistorical.org.

black Historic Sites committee Presents: Jazz on the Streets of old Detroit
Thursday, September 28, 6 – 9 p.m.
Detroit Historical Museum 
tickets: $15 in advance, $20 at the door
 
Join us for a dazzling night of jazz on Thursday, September 28, when powerhouse jazz vocalist Renee King Jackson 
(pictured at right) performs “Jazz on the Streets of Old Detroit” at the Detroit Historical Museum. This event 
continues a quarterly music series hosted by the Black Historic Sites Committee. 

Renee King Jackson has the unique ability to mesmerize and invigorate her listeners with her rich, soulful voice. She 
is internationally recognized as a versatile performer who can sing jazz, blues and gospel. She has performed with 
such greats as the Dezie McCullers Orchestra, Rodney Whitaker, Dr. Teddy Harris, Jr., Harold McKinney, Kenney 
Crone and Al McKenzie. In 2000, she became the first artist to broadcast worldwide when jazz radio legend, Ed Love, 
hosted her live on his international WDET-FM radio program debut. Renee King Jackson also received the “Lifetime 
Achievement Award” in 2011 for her body of work in the music arena from the Metropolitan Methodist Church.  

Tickets are $15 in advance, or $20 at the door. Light refreshments are included in the ticket price. Purchase tickets at  
detroithistorical.org or by contacting Public Programs Coordinator Charnae Sanders at 313.833.0277.
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pARTNER SpOTLIGHT
New partnerships Extend Our Detroit 67 Reach
The Detroit Historical Society has convened many partners to appropriately commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the uprising that rocked Detroit and hundreds of other American cities during 
the 1960s. Some of these partners are long-established and expected, like other city and suburban 
cultural institutions. Others are less traditional but just as eager to get involved.

One of our new partners is Detroit’s Atwater Brewery, who created a beer called DETROIT 2067 in 
the spirit of our Detroit 67: Looking Back to Move Forward project. A clean, crisp Kolsch-style beer 
brewed in the German tradition, DETROIT 2067 “brings good people together to celebrate Detroit’s 
past and future as a great American city.” A portion of the proceeds from its sale will benefit the 
Detroit Historical Society. 

Mark Reith, owner of Atwater, says, “Partnering with the Detroit Historical Society is a way to 
us to give back and support one of the treasured institutions that really is all about Detroit. 
We contribute to education, revitalization efforts, cultural and artistic groups, environmental 
initiatives and more—and the Society is a perfect fit.” 

Atwater’s DETROIT 2067 is currently available at its tap room locations in Detroit and Grosse 
Pointe Park and at select Emagine theater locations. In the weeks ahead, it will be 
available at locations across the city and region. 

This summer, the Society also partnered with Emagine Theaters on the occasion of 
the nationwide release of the Hollywood film DETROIT by Academy Award-winning 
director Kathryn Bigelow. We knew it would be important for moviegoers put the 
film’s dramatization of the Algiers Motel incident in proper context. To that end, we 
worked with Emagine Entertainment to create a preview trailer that is being shown 
at all Emagine Theaters across the Midwest prior to the movie. Narrated by former 
Detroit Police Chief and Deputy Mayor Ike McKinnon, the trailer clarifies that the movie 
is a dramatization and encourages moviegoers to learn more about the real events by 
visiting the Detroit Historical Society’s comprehensive Detroit 67 exhibition. 

 “We are proud to be part of the Detroit 67: Looking Back to Move Forward project,” said Emagine 
Entertainment CEO Paul Glantz. “The Detroit 67 exhibition provides an opportunity to engage and learn 
more about our region’s history. Showing this trailer in our theatres is our way of helping advance that 
conversation and we hope other exhibitors follow our lead.” 

You can view the trailer at youtube.com/watch?v=kDcrbD3x74E.

BECOME A MEMBER 
of the Detroit Historical Society! 

Help bring our region’s stories to life. 
As a Detroit Historical Society member you will support: 

 Dynamic and changing exhibits at our museums 

 Our collection of thousands of rare and historic artifacts that tell the story of the people, 
places and events that define Detroit. 

 Educational programs that serve thousands of metro-Detroit school children each year 
by providing field trip experiences and classroom resources. 

 Programs, tours, and special exhibitions that serve thousands of people each year. 

Yes!  I want to help tell Detroit’s stories by joining. 
Name         Email: 

(please print) 

Address:       Phone:  

 

City:        State:    Zip: 

Membership Level:    [ ] Scholar     $25 (Student ID Required)   [ ] Collector  $50 

   [ ] Archivist  $75      [ ] Historian $150 

Add an affinity group: [ ] $20 Friends of the Dossin  [ ] $20 Friends of Detroit Black History 

   [ ] $20 Friends of Glancy Trains [ ] $30 Detroit 313 Young Professionals Group 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO : DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY   TOTAL: 

[ ] Visa   [ ] Mastercard  [ ] Discover  [ ] American Express    

Card Number:        Exp Date:       CVV Code: 

 

Signature:               

Mail to:   Membership at the Detroit  Historical Society :  5401 Woodward Ave., Detroit, MI 48202 

Help bring our region’s 
stories to life
As a Detroit Historical Society 
member, you will support:
• Dynamic and changing exhibits at 
our museums.
• Our collection of thousands of 
rare and historic artifacts that tell 
the story of the people, places and 
events that define Detroit.
• Educational programs that serve 
thousands of metro Detroit school 
children each year by providing field 
trip experiences and classroom 
resources.
• Programs, tours and special 
exhibitions that serve thousands of 
people each year.BE

CO
m

E a
 m

Em
BE

R

Fall 2017 newsletter.indd   14 8/28/17   2:20 PM



15

AROUND DETROIT

On Friday, September 22 and Saturday, September 23, DLECTRICITY, 
Detroit’s stunning nighttime outdoor festival of art and light, will be back 
for its third run in our Midtown neighborhood. Presented by DTE Energy 
Foundation, this year’s DLECTRICITY showcases the work of 35 international, 
national and local artists. Their cutting-edge installations of light, video, 
performance and other unexpected works of art will illuminate the Woodward 
corridor each night from 7 p.m. to midnight.

DLECTRICITY debuted in 2012 and in its return in 2014, some 150,000 people 
attended the free festival. Over 3,400 cyclists participated in the signature 
Light Bike Parade, which is returning this year for an exciting ride through 
Midtown. (Cyclists are invited to participate and encouraged to register in 
advance at dlectricity.com.) For its third year, DLECTRICITY will reduce 
its footprint and span from the Detroit Institute of Arts to the Museum of 
Contemporary Art Detroit (MOCAD) to create a more walkable experience for 
visitors. 

The Detroit Historical Museum will also be a part of this year’s festival! Our 
Woodward-facing facade was chosen as the projection site for Reenactor, 
a video artwork by internationally acclaimed visual artist and educator 
Pope.L. Fittingly for a historical museum, Reenactor is a film about how we 
costume and dramatize time in order to make sense of the past and our 
mortality. Presented in a documentary-type style, the film depicts a small 
swarm of performers dressed in Confederate Civil War uniforms and white 
beards speckled with blood who wander the streets of a small southern city. 
The camera follows the performers as they enact various scenes, including 
scrubbing a floor, bathing a child, wrestling in mud, handing out flyers, 
invading a convenience store and picnicking in a junkyard. The pace of the film 
is unhurried, using voice-over and music to create a tone that is both realistic 
and haunting.

Reenactor will run continuously in both daylight and nighttime, from 7 p.m. 
on September 22 through midnight on September 23. Live soundtrack 
performances by local musicians Marcus Elliot and Ben Willis will accompany 
the film on Friday and Saturday evening during the festival hours of 7  p.m. to 
midnight.

The Detroit Historical Museum, along with many other businesses along the  
festival route, will be open with extended hours on September 22 and 23. Visit 
until 10 p.m. on both nights as you make your way around the festival.

More information and a full schedule of artists and artworks can be found at 
dlectricity.com. 

At right, from top: Artist Pope.L whose video artwork reenactor will be 
projected onto the Detroit Historical Museum; A scene from reenactor; 
Past DLECTRICITY works by Apetechnology, KlipCollective and Martin 
Creed.

DLECTRICITY Returns to Light Up Midtown on 
September 22 and 23

DLECTriCiTY MEMBEr rECEPTiON! On Friday, September 23, visit 
us during the museum’s extended hours for free light refreshments and drinks in 
the Grand Trunk Passenger Station (located on the lower level) beginning at 
5 pm. You’ll also find hospitality stations around the museum with special 
goodies for members only and opportunities for non-members to join.
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COLLECTIONS CORNER
Fall 2017

Editor’s note: look for this space in each issue of Making History to learn more about a specific item from the Society’s collection of more than 
250,000 artifacts. you can visit our blog, “look What We Found,” at detroithistorical.wordpress.com.

Isiah at the Joe
This past April, the Detroit Red Wings and their fans bid farewell to Joe Louis 
Arena. The team had called the Joe home since 1979. However the arena had 
always been a shared home—often with hoops and boards replacing the ice and 
nets. The very first event held at the Joe had been, in fact, a basketball game 
between the University of Michigan and the University of Detroit. The arena has 
also hosted professional basketball games on several unusual occasions. 

In 1984, a scheduling conflict with a motocross event resulted in the Detroit 
Pistons’ nail-biting loss in the decisive fifth game in their first-round play-off 
series against the New York Knicks taking place at the Joe. The next year, the 
Silverdome’s roof collapsed under the weight of snow, necessitating the Pistons 
to play the remainder of their season at the Joe and Cobo Arena. In 2006, when 
the Detroit Shock won the final game of the WNBA Finals, they did so at Joe Louis 
Arena, as the Palace of Auburn Hills was booked for a Mariah Carey concert.

While in most of these cases the Joe had been a fallback venue, on October 17, 
1981, the Joe was deliberately chosen to host a special pre-season exhibition 
between the Detroit Pistons and the Los Angeles Lakers. At the close of the 1978 
season, the Pistons left Cobo Arena and moved out to the suburbs. The move was 
controversial; many fans were upset on principle by the move out of town, while 
others simply did not enjoy the long drive out to the drafty Silverdome. A return—
albeit brief—of professional basketball to the city was an event of note. 

A recently rediscovered 16mm film reel shot court-side as mostly unused b-roll 
for the c. 1981 promotional film “Detroit Means Business,” prominently features 
a soon-to-be famous rookie—the 1981 NBA draft’s second overall pick, Isiah 
Thomas. Suited up in his brand new number 11 jersey for one of the very first 
times the twenty-year old is filmed going for rebounds, shooting free-throws, 
and leaping into the fray among larger and more seasoned players, including the 
legendary Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. Just three years later, under those same hockey 
jersey-draped rafters, during that final first round playoff game against the Knicks, 
Isiah Thomas would establish himself as a household name by scoring 16 points in 
the final minutes of the fourth quarter to tie up the score and push the game into 
overtime.

While professional basketball downtown was a novelty in 1981, this year it will 
again be the norm; the Red Wings and Pistons will again share a roof in the new 
Little Caesars Arena.

The full film can be found as part of our Detroit Video History Archive at  
youtu.be/5rJxiFcpL58.

images, from top: The Detroit Red Wings’ championship banners and retired 
jerseys overlook the Detroit Pistons during their game at Joe Louis Arena, 
c. 1980s (Courtesy of the Detroit Pistons); Isiah Thomas shoots a free throw 
during an exhibition game between the Detroit Pistons and the Los Angeles 
Lakers.  Thirteen years later, Thomas retired with a career free throw 
percentage of 75.9, 1981 (Courtesy of the Detroit Pistons); Isiah Thomas 
drives past Eddie Jordon, c. 1980s (Courtesy of the Detroit Pistons).
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African American perspectives   
Tour Series
Saturday, October 7 and Saturday, November 11
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
$45 per person 

* Because this program is provided through partnerships, 
member discounts do not apply.

This program is brought to you through the Detroit Historical 
Society’s partnership with the First Congregational Church of 
Detroit: Underground railroad Living History Museum and 
the Black Scroll Network. Participants will begin their day at 
First Congregational Church of Detroit, experiencing the Flight 
to Freedom Tour through the Underground Railroad Living 
History Museum. Participants will then enjoy a Detroit-themed 
lunch of coney dogs, Better Made chips and a beverage choice 
of Vernors or Faygo at the Detroit Historical Museum. The day 
will wrap up with Forged By Fire: Detroit’s Riots & Rebellions and 
Turbulent Racial History led by Jamon Jordan, founder of the Black 
Scroll Network.

FIRST CONgREgaTIONal ChURCh OF dETROIT: FlIghT TO 
FREEdOm TOUR 
The Underground Railroad Living History Museum Flight to 
Freedom Tour is a “storytelling” re-enactment of the original 
Underground Railroad passage that operated between 1840 
and 1863. On the tour, visitors will be shackled with wristbands 
and begin their journey by entering through the “Door of No 
Return,” on Goree Island in Africa. As this journey begins, 
visitors transform into passengers on the Underground Railroad 
and are led to Freedom by a conductor. Passengers hide from 
bounty hunters, cross the  Ohio “Deep” river and take retreat in 
a safe house in Indiana owned by abolitionist Levi Coffin. Finally, 
passengers move to “Midnight,” the code name for Detroit and 
take safe haven at the First Congregational Church of Detroit 
before moving on to Canada and freedom.

FORgEd By FIRE: dETROIT’S RIOTS & REBEllIONS aNd 
TURBUlENT RaCIal hISTORy
Did you know that the first African American rebellion in Detroit 
was in 1833? Did you know that the first true race riot in Detroit 
was in 1863? Throughout Detroit’s history from Pontiac’s 
Rebellion to the Ossian Sweet Case to the 1943 Race Riot to the 
1967 Detroit Rebellion, Detroit has had a strong history of racial 
uprisings and rebellions, as well as a horrible history of terrible 
race riots. To understand Detroit’s turbulent racial history, 
please join Black Scroll Network Tour Leader Jamon Jordan, 
as he leads you through the exhibits at the Detroit Historical 
Museum to teach about the numerous violent racial episodes in 
Detroit’s history. 

Take a Tour at the detroit historical museum or the 
dossin great lakes museum!

> Call 313.833.7979 to schedule a group tour!

Museum Exhibition Tours,   
Available by Appointment 
dETROIT 67: PERSPECTIvES FaCIlITaTEd gROUP 
ExPERIENCE 
at the Detroit Historical Museum in Midtown 

Your group will visit the exhibition and participate in 
discussions surrounding the events of the turbulent 
summer of 1967. Following the facilitated portion, 
groups will be given additional time to reflect, 
experience portions of the exhibit individually and to 
ask questions. 

dETROIT mEmORIES & mOmENTS 
at the Detroit Historical Museum in Midtown

Experience 300 years of Detroit history with visits to 
our Frontiers to Factories,  America’s Motor City and Streets 
of Old Detroit exhibits. Learn about the city’s role in 
WWII in Detroit: The “Arsenal of Democracy” and view 
artifacts in the Allesee Gallery of Culture. 

hISTORICal PERSPECTIvES TOUR  
at the Detroit Historical Museum in Midtown

Learn about significant geographic, economic, social 
and cultural developments of the city from why the 
French settled the area to how we became the Motor 
City. During this tour participants will also stroll 
through the Streets of Old Detroit exhibit.

maRITImE hISTORy TOUR 
at the Dossin Great Lakes Museum on Belle isle

Explore the geographic, economic, social and cultural 
developments of the Detroit River and the Great Lakes 
waterways, including how they provide transportation 
routes for goods and people. Learn about the roles the 
Great Lakes played in the War of 1812 and WWII.

For all ages, including 
community and senior 
groups!

TOUR TIMES
• Tuesday through Friday, 10–11:30 a.m., 12:30–2 p.m. 
   or 2–3:30 p.m.

• Saturday, 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m., 1–2:30 p.m.

• COST: $10 per person (Detroit 67) or $5 per person (all 
others) with a 10 person minimum.
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dON’T JUST makE PlaNS.

Now Booking the Detroit Historical Museum and Dossin 
Great Lakes museum for 2018 Weddings! 

Winter Wonderland Wedding Sale: 20% off weddings at the Detroit Historical museum and 10% 
off weddings at the Dossin Great Lakes museum during January, February, and march of 2018.

available for:  Weddings  •  Fundraisers  •  Receptions  •  meetings  •   and more!

Call 313.833.1733 to discuss your event needs with our professional staff. 

m a K e  H I S t O r Y !
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100 Strand Drive,  
Belle Isle
Detroit, MI 48207 
313.833.5538

HOUrS:

Fri – Sun: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

CLOSED on Sunday, October 15 due to the Free Press marathon
OpEN UNTIL 8 pM on Friday, December 8 for the Belle Isle 

Holiday Stroll
CLOSED on Sunday, December 24 and monday, December 25 

and monday, January 1 for the holidays 
OpEN from Tuesday, December 26 - Sunday, December 31 for 

holiday break

ADMISSION

Admission is FREE.

vOLUNTEER

Call 313.833.1263 to volunteer at the 
Detroit Historical Museum or the Dossin 
Great Lakes Museum.

5401 Woodward Ave.
Detroit, MI 48202
313.833.1805

HOURS

Tues–Fri: 9:30 a.m.–4 p.m. • Sat & Sun: 10 a.m.–5 p.m.

OPeN UNtIL 10 pM on Friday, September 22 and Saturday, 
September 23 for DLECTRICITY

CLOSED on Thursday, November 23
OPeN UNtIL 10 Pm on Saturday, December 2 for Noel Night
CLOSED on Sunday, December 24 and monday, December 25 

and monday, January 1 for the holidays

ADMISSION

Admission is FREE.

SEpTEMBER 8, 1817 — University 
of Michigan (Catholepistemiad) 
organized in Detroit.

SePtember 22, 1850 — Michigan’s 
first Jewish congregation, the Beth El 
Society, was formed in Detroit.

SePtember 30, 1945— Detroit 
Tigers clinched the American League 
Pennant.

OctOber 8, 1903 — First piece of 
Pewabic pottery sold at 83 Alfred 
Street.

OCTOBER 21, 1929 — Opening of 
Edison Institute and Greenfield Village 
during 50th anniversary of invention of 
incandescent light.

NOvEMBER 2, 1927— Stout Air 
Service began regular passenger 
service between Detroit and 
Cleveland.

NOvember 7, 1956 — WCHB, first 
Black-owned and operated radio 
station in country, began operation.

NOvember 28, 1985 — The first 
Festival of Trees was held at Cobo 
Hall.

December 18, 1901— Eastern High 
School dedicated.

Fall Days of Detroit

SCHEDULE A TOUR

Call 313.833.7979 to schedule a group tour 
at the Detroit Historical Museum  
or the Dossin Great Lakes Museum.

HOST AN EvENT

Call 313.833.1733 to host an event at the 
Detroit Historical Museum or the Dossin 
Great Lakes Museum.

Above: Large format monochromatic negative of Pewabic co-founder Mary Chase Perry Stratton installing tiles on the ground of an 
outdoor garden space bounded in the background by a stone wall. A sculpted goat’s head is set among the rocks (c. 1920).
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5401 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202

detroithistorical.org

Dated Material
RETURN SERVICE REqUESTED

5401 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, MI 48202
313.833.7935
detroithistorical.org

MISSION
The Detroit Historical Society tells Detroit’s stories 
and why they matter.

vISION
To be an integral part of Detroit’s present and future 
by providing meaningful experiences that preserve 
and share its past.

Fall 2017
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