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DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS:
For 100 years, the Detroit Historical Society has been sharing Detroit’s stories and why they matter 
through exhibitions, programs and community outreach. As you can see in the amazing photograph on 
the cover, much of the city as we know it today was under construction in the 1920s. Our organization 
too has come a long way since Clarence Monroe Burton started collecting the “stuff” of Detroit’s history 
in 1921.  

However, as we marked our centennial anniversary this year, we did so with the awareness that we 
are, ourselves, living through historic times. With our buildings shuttered by the COVID-19 pandemic 
in 2020, we found new and exciting ways to deliver our programming remotely, through virtual tours, 
social media features and our first-ever podcast. We held our special events virtually, in hybrid formats, 
outdoors or in smaller groups. When it was safe to welcome people back to our museums, guests came 
back to both the Detroit Historical Museum and the Dossin Great Lakes Museum in strong numbers. 
  
We are grateful for your generous support over the past year. Our members and donors are truly the 
lifeblood of this great institution. We are so grateful that even when our doors were temporarily closed, 
our membership never lagged. We aim to provide each member with special access, information and 
a best-in-class member experiences, whether we are in-person or virtual, and we hope you feel that 
membership has value.

As we continue to recover together, we feel a renewed sense of urgency to do everything possible to 
preserve Detroit’s important stories and ensure that they are accessible to all for the next 100 years. As 
you review our annual highlights in the following pages, we thank you for your support and invite your 
continuing partnership in fulfilling our mission.

Sincerely,

Elana Rugh       John  P. DEckER

PREsiDEnt & cEo      chaiRPERson

DEtRoit histoRical sociEty     DEtRoit histoRical sociEty
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On front: Downtown Detroit c. 1921, showing the First National Building under construction. The view is 
looking eastward along W. Fort Street toward Woodward Avenue, with parked automobiles and pedestrians 
visible in the foreground. Commonwealth Federal Savings Bank can be seen on the right side of the image. 
Detroit Historical Society collection. 
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2020-21 KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• Like other cultural institutions locally, nationally 
and internationally, our team had to reimagine how 
to serve our constituents remotely. This meant 
developing a cross-departmental Digital Strategies 
Team, led by our Senior Director of Education and 
Programs, that helped to guide development of 
virtual tours, programs and exhibits.

• We created two new short video series, Detroit 
History Heroes and Pint-sized Prohibition. Kayla 
Chenault and Dean Nasreddine were recognized 
with the Michigan Museum Association Colleague 
Champion Award for their work on Detroit’s History 
Heroes, and Pint-sized Prohibition appeared in national 
media outlet Atlas Obscura.

• To accommodate the topsy-turvy world of remote 
learning, we developed new online tours, which 
became popular with both school groups and 
senior citizens. We also updated our existing virtual 
lesson plans to be easier for teachers and parents 
to access.

• We transitioned our Third Thursday and Speakers 
Bureau programs to online platforms and moved 
them into alignment with our Community Gallery 
exhibitions.

• The Youth Advisory Council and Detroit Design 
2067 programs were successfully conducted 
virtually, introducing local youth to the museum 
profession and connecting them to the community.

• Over 100 children participated in the annual 
Michigan History Day, which took place virtually.

• We offered 45 Behind the Scenes in-person and 
virtual tours over the course of the fiscal year with 
almost 500 tickets sold.

• We created four new Behind the Scenes tours, 
including the Indigenous Belle Isle Walking Tour and 
‘Bees Knees’ in theme with our Centennial. We also 
launched virtual Behind the Scenes tours, including 
the Negro Motorist Green Book tour and a virtual 
Historic Houses of Worship experience. 

• Lunchtime Techno attracted more than 400 visitors 
to the Detroit Historical Museum’s Legends Plaza 
over its abbreviated three-week series in Fall 2020, 
in conjunction with the 2000/2020: Celebrating 20 
Years of Electronic Music Festivals in Detroit exhibition. 

• We worked with the Black Historic Sites Committee 
to dedicate and install a Detroit Plain Dealer 
historical marker in Capitol Park at the Westin Book 
Cadillac in October 2020. 

• We launched a new collaboration with Design Core 
Detroit: History X Design. The partnership received 
a competitive grant that allowed us to develop a 
walking tour/exhibition called Invoking the Spirit: 
Detroit’s Black Bottom. 

• As we continue to diversify our online and in-person 
learning opportunities, we renewed our partnership 
with the Arab American National Museum for 
GamePlan, an initiative funded by IMLS through the 
national STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, Math) organization Game for Change.   

• Our internal Diversity Equity Accessibility and 
Inclusion committee convened to develop a 
comprehensive DEAI statement and plans for 
further embedding DEAI into the Society as a whole. 

EDUCATION, PROGRAMS & OUTREACH:

Detroit’s History Heroes introduced viewers on 
social media to notable Detroiters.

We offered 45 Behind the Scenes tours with 
almost 500 tickets sold, despite the many 
challenges presented by the pandemic.
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• In Fall 2020, we opened Detroit’s Brewing Heritage in 
the Streets of Old Detroit’s Depot. This is the first time 
an exhibition has been placed in this space and it is 
a very good fit for our brewing exhibition. 

• The Society’s first podcast, Untold Detroit: Beer, 
inspired by Detroit’s Brewing Heritage, was hosted by 
assistant curator Billy Wall-Winkel and is available 
on all podcast platforms.

• Our tribute to songwriter Allee Willis, created after 
her death in December 2019, remains in our Motor 
City Music exhibition.

 • The global pandemic forced us to postpone a few 
of our quarterly Community Gallery partnerships,  
allowing us to install 2000/2020: Celebrating 20 Years 
of Electronic Music Festivals in Detroit in the gallery. 
Two fun kick-off and closing events welcomed over 
200 people to Legends Plaza. 

• We started 2021 with the development and 
installation of our centennial exhibition Boom Town: 
Detroit in the 1920s. Strong media coverage of the 
new exhibit helped to attract visitors back to the 
Detroit Historical Museum after its closure due to 
the pandemic.  

• In February 2020, we installed Last Ice, an indoor-
outdoor exhibition at the Dossin Great Lakes 
Museum, in partnership with local documentary 
photographer Amy Sacka. Amy collaborated with 
Valaurian Waller, who contributed a gallery of 
photos of Detroit’s riverfront, and artist Scott 
Hocking, who created a fishing shanty on the Grand 
Lawn.

• In the Spring, we opened 20 for the Twenties: Maritime 
Innovation in the 1920s at the Dossin Great Lakes 
Museum. This exhibit serves as a “sister exhibit” 
to Boom Town and offered opportunities to cross-
promote each museum. 

• Our long-term relationship with Wayne State 
University enabled us to work with Wayne State 
students to develop two installations, Selling in 
Detroit: 1920s Advertising and We Fought our Own War: 
Arsenal of Democracy.

• The online Encyclopedia of Detroit was completely 
reviewed and updated. 

• Senior Curator Joel Stone worked with Wayne 
State University Press to complete our centennial 
publication, 100 Years of the Detroit Historical Society. 

• The COVID and Neighborhoods oral history projects 
continue to move forward. They were effectively 
paired with promotion for the COVID-19 memorial 
garden at the Detroit Historical Museum.

EXHIBITIONS & CURATORIAL:

OPERATIONS:

• The Operations team withstood lots of transition 
this year. It joined the Mission team in Spring 2020, 
just as the pandemic was causing us to significantly 
change and upgrade our daily cleaning and safety 
protocols.

• The department now falls under Exhibitions and 
includes building maintenance and engineering, 
which was brought in-house at the same time that a 
new cleaning company joined the team.  

• A new parking kiosk was installed at the Detroit 
Historical Museum, enabling public use of the 
parking lot even when the museum is closed. 

MEMBERSHIP:

• In 2020 we were forced to pause our monthly member 
tours and receptions due to the global pandemic. We 
are grateful that we were able to bring them back in 
2021. 

• We pivoted to continue a wonderful Society 
tradition virtually – the Annual Membership Meeting 
and Recognition Reception. Members joined the 
celebration via Zoom and later received a custom 
Society gift.

• Our Membership Plus program now adds additional 
value to your membership with discounts at local 
restaurants and shops.

Boom Town: Detroit in the 1920s premiered at 
the Detroit Historical Museum in January 2021.
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COLLECTIONS & DIGITIZATION:

• Two key grants from the Margaret Dunning 
Foundation and the Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan allowed us to invest in a new 
Arc Eye camera system. This groundbreaking 
technology will enable us to take high-definition 
360° photographs of our automobile collection and 
other artifacts. It will be the first such system used 
by a cultural institution in the region. 

• We have inventoried 34,542 artifacts of the 
approximately 250,000 items in the collection, 
adding 4,461 artifacts this year. 

• We made artifact loans to seven organizations 
around the country. Our traveling exhibits Fighting 
on the Home Front and Michigan in the Civil War 
generated over $2,000 in rental fees.

• We processed 124 donation offers and accessioned 
and catalogued over 2,000 artifacts.

• Image and video revenue brought in over $37,000 
from 197 transactions. This included sales to 
Harbor Height’s Documentary Series “This is Detroit,” 
a PBS documentary on jazz in Detroit, Camara Rose 
Films – Hip Hop Uncovered and American Gangster: 
Trap Queens, the Showtime Series: The Kings, Tommy 
Hearns segment and many more. 

• We created numerous videos for exhibitions 
and events: a pair of “Welcome Back” videos, a 

livestream of our Lost Mariners event, participation 
in an online brewing conference, historical 
Thanksgiving Parade montage, the 2020 Annual 
meeting, Karen Hudson Samuels Tribute, the Boom 
Town Ball and Boom Town exhibition, event space 
rental promos and various media spots. 

• There were 75,000 searches in our online database 
for images, objects and general reference material.  
Over 145,000 visitors read our collections blog 
“Look What We Found” and we had almost 1 million 
views of our YouTube site. 

• Collections worked with the Exhibitions team on a 
storefront exhibition at the City Club Apartments, 
which will serve as a template for future off-site 
exhibits in locations around the region for our new 
“History in This Place” program. 

• We garnered fee-based digitization work from 
several outside groups and individuals, including 
a Voigt’s brewing collection, the Marygrove 
Conservancy’s digital collection and the 
Woodbridge Neighborhood Development/oral 
history project.

• We sent Society historians to seven different events 
to present on topics ranging from sports to cars to 
Houdini. 

HUMAN RESOURCES:

• Staffing at the Society this past year was marked 
with creativity, adaptability and flexibility. We were 
able to retain most of our professional staff through 
two successful PPP loan applications and able to 
recall all furloughed staff when we reopened our 
museums in July 2020.

• However, as some staff left the organization for 
other opportunities or through retirement, we 
merged and consolidated positions to better 
conserve our financial resources. At fiscal year 
end, we did experience a workforce reduction, 
eliminating two positions. 

• In recent months, we have added nine new Visitor 
Experience Associates to our ranks to help provide 
a “best in class” experience for our museum 
patrons.  Many of these VEAs have degrees in 
history or related fields and are looking to start 
their museum careers at the Society.

The Collections and Exhibitions teams created 
an off-site storefront exhibition at the City Club 
Apartments to highlight the history of the site.
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MARKETING & PUBLIC RELATIONS:

• Throughout FY21, we navigated changing state 
regulations relating to COVID-19, which impacted 
both our operations and messaging. We successfully 
reopened the museums to the public in July 2020 
with new safety measures, communicated changes 
around the state’s “pause” on gatherings in 
November and transitioned into the relaxation of 
statewide restrictions in May. 

• We had strong PR coverage of new exhibitions and 
many of our in-person events. Highlights were the 
Boom Town exhibition, Detroit’s Brewing Heritage 
exhibition and Untold Detroit podcast, Detroit 67: 
Perspectives becoming a permanent exhibition, the 
Detroit Historical Museum’s COVID-19 memorial rock 
garden and our COVID oral history project, Detroit 
Responds. 

• The Untold Detroit podcast well exceeded our goals 
for its first season, with 3,000 unique downloads and 
an average listening time of 1 hour and 28 minutes 
(beating the industry standard of 42 minutes) at 
three months post-release. 

• We worked with local agency FWD Design to create 
new centennial logos and branding for the Society. 
We rolled out updated assets for staff use, including 
a new presentation template, electronic letterhead 
and email signatures. We also updated museum 
collateral, signage and promotional items with the 
new identity.  

• We upgraded our website to extend its lifespan 
and add important functionality. The site template 
is now mobile friendly and features our refreshed 
centennial branding. The collections blog was 
migrated onto the main site and the Education 
Portal was simplified and updated.

• Our History From Home email newsletter reached a 
full year of weekly messages from CEO Elana Rugh 

along with historical tidbits and event promotion. 
Our open rate of 19% exceeds the industry average 
of 16%. 

• We created all-new visitor guides for both museums, 
including mobile friendly digital versions. Using a 
local printer, we are able to print smaller quantities 
more frequently, updating content when needed and 
reducing the volume of guides needing to be stored.

• We launched a new Dossin webcam, which streams 
live on YouTube in beautiful, high-definition video. 
You can find the link on our website, along with the 
classic cam.

• In June 2021, we officially kicked off our centennial 
PR campaign with a live virtual press conference on 
Facebook, featuring President and CEO Elana Rugh, 
Board Chairperson John Decker, Senior Curator Joel 
Stone, Senior Director of Education, Programs and 
Outreach Malika Pryor and Membership Manager 
Delisha Upshaw. 

• We met or exceeded our digital benchmarks for the 
year, reflecting our commitment to digital initiatives 
during the pandemic:

 • We ended FY21 with 961,000 pageviews to our   
 main site (up 2% year-over-year) and 419, 368   
 users (up 5%).  

 • We reached 97,556 social followers across   
 platforms (up 14%) and our social engagements  
 more than doubled from the previous fiscal year  
 to 272,100 (up 164%). We had particularly strong  
 follower growth on Instagram (one of our goals  
 for the year) and a big increase in our Facebook  
 engagement (our largest platform). 

 • We reached 82,000+ people through social   
 media ads in 136 targeted campaigns. 

The Society’s first podcast, Untold Detroit: Beer, 
was a great success, with 3,000+ listeners and 
counting three months after release.

Lunchtime Techno welcomed hundreds of visitors 
to Legends Plaza and supported the 2000/2020: 
Celebrating 20 Years of Detroit’s Electronic Music 
Festival exhibition.
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS:

• To accommodate changing COVID-19 protocols, we 
made several adaptations to the way we hosted events 
this year. We held our first-ever virtual events, hosted 
other events with timed entries and held many more 
events in outdoor spaces. Overall participation and 
engagement were strong, and we will continue to build 
on several of the innovations we discovered.  

• After canceling the Dossin Gala in May 2020, 
we pivoted to an outdoor press conference and 
brunch format in late August. This was a wonderful 
opportunity to host a safe event and recognize the 
sponsors of the Outdoor Enhancement Project, 
Dossin Gala sponsors and Dossin Gala Honorary Host 
Committee Members. 

• Playing off our popular Bourbon and Bowties events, 
we hosted a handful of online mixology classes where 
participants learned to create iconic Detroit drinks 
and the history behind them. It was our first foray into 
virtual events.

• The Beer Trail was a timed ticket event that attracted 
a new and younger audience to the Detroit’s Brewing 
Heritage exhibition. The event was a resounding 
success that served as a model for events throughout 
the year, including its completely virtual option. 

• Bourbon and Bowties was a timed ticket event based 
on the Beer Trail. It was a great success, with 214 
attendees throughout the day.

• The Centennial Picnic at the Dossin Great Lakes 
Museum was our first in-person centennial 
celebration in June 2021. We had reduced attendance 
due to storms and flooding but were finally able to 
continue our annual tradition of celebrating summer 
on Belle Isle.

RETAIL:

• Given closures and low visitor numbers in Summer 
2020, we looked to new opportunities outside of the 
museums to reach customers with historical Detroit 
merchandise and to bring in much-needed revenue.

• Our continuing partnership with the Detroit Shoppe 
at Somerset has been a great success. We have 
worked hard to become their primary source for 
items such as officially licensed merchandise for 
Detroit’s professional sports franchises and vintage 
automotive apparel. We tag the merchandise 
we deliver with custom hang tags that include 
our website, museum hours and a QR code for 
membership information, which has become a bonus 
marketing opportunity.  

• During Summer 2020, we brought our online store 
completely in-house. We now do all of our own 
shipping, website updates and logistics. The pandemic 
was a factor in a particularly strong holiday season, 
helping to keep our sales in line with what we 
traditionally expect. 

• Our third new initiative was a partnership with the All 
Things Detroit Marketplace at the corner of Michigan 
& Trumbull, site of the old Tiger Stadium. This new 
partnership allowed us to sell our merchandise and 
also attach our custom hang tags. In addition to 
selling in their store, we also participated in eight 
pop-up events with them, which generated additional 
visibility and revenue.

In 2020-21, we found creative ways for guests to 
gather safely and support the Society.
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DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Combined Revenue and Expense information for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2021.

detroithistorical.org

REVENUE

EXPENSES

NET ASSETS



DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY10

GOVERNMENT, CORPORATE AND FOUNDATION DONORS

$500,000+

City of Detroit

$100,000-$499,000

Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan

Oliver Dewey Marcks 
Foundation

National Endowment for the 
Humanities

$25,000-$99,000

Ford Motor Company Fund
Lonyo Family Endowment 
Margaret Dunning Foundation
Michigan Council for Arts 

and Cultural Affairs 
Milner Hotels Foundation
The Karen and Drew Peslar 

Foundation
The Fred A. and Barbara M. 

Erb Family Foundation

$10,000-$24,999

Ascension Health Ministry 
SVC

Charles B. Bohn Fund
DTE Energy Company
Elizabeth, Allan & Warren 

Shelden Fund
Eugene Applebaum Family 

Foundation
JP Morgan Chase Bank, N.A.
Penske Foundation, Inc
PNC Foundation
The Julius & Cynthia   

Huebner Foundation
The Sidney E. Frank 

Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

American House Senior 
Living Communities

Bingham Family Foundation
Detroit Industrial School 

Foundation
DTE Energy Foundation
Edsel B. Ford II Fund
Henry Ford Health System
Japanese American Citizens 

League
Matilda R. Wilson Fund
Merrill Lynch
Penske Corporation
PNC

PVS Chemicals, Inc.
Smithgroup
TCF Bank
The Glancy Foundation Inc.
The Debbie and John Erb 

Family Fund
Vivian Day and John Stroh III 

Family Fund
Warner Norcross + Judd

$2,500-$4,999

George Johnson & Company
Honigman LLP
Jaffe, Raitt, Heuer & Weiss
KEO and Associates
Marjorie and Maxwell Jospey 

Foundation
Sylvia Pevin and George 

Pevin Foundation
Tito’s Handmade Vodka

$1,000-$2,499

Accenture
Benson & Edith Ford Fund
Children’s Foundation
Great Lakes Maritime 

Institute
Howard & Howard 

Community 
Reinvestment Fund

Hudson-Webber Foundation

Michigan Humanities Council
MJS Packaging
Prismatic Foundation
Sandy Family Foundation
The Myron P.  Leven Foundation
Thomas Tipi Irrevocable Trust
Wayne State University

$1-$999

Amazon Smile Foundation
Ameriprise Financial
Bright Funds Foundation
Homelight.com
LAZ Parking
Livonia Amateur Radio Club
Louisa St. Clair Chapter, 

Daughters of American 
Revolution

MacLean-Fogg Component 
Solutions

Michigan Youth Appreciation 
Foundation

MP Tool & Engineering Co.
Mutual of America Foundation
Network for Good
Oak Insurance Services
The Gornick Fund
The Kresge Foundation
United Wholesale Mortgage 

(United Shore Financial 
Services, LLC)

The success of any cultural institution is built upon support from 
the community it serves. We are fortunate that it is the stories of this 
region that we tell. Though funding priorities unmistakably shifted 
during the global pandemic, we were able to maintain connection 
with our many donors, fostering conversations and building 
relationships for a brighter day. This is the work of philanthropy. 
We are here to steward relationships that, like history, will help 
us tell the stories of this time and those past. We are grateful that 
these relationships have persisted even through the most difficult of 
times. We used the long, slow months of the pandemic to reorganize, 
refocus and reprioritize. New fundraising processes have been put 
in place, new staff is on board and we have identified more direct 
measures of success. Renewed efforts and improvements continue to 
build as we look toward success in FY22 and beyond. 

Our thanks to all of our supporters, but particularly to those donors 
listed in these pages, who helped ensure that the Detroit Historical 
Society emerged in the wake of the pandemic.

AN UPDATE FROM PHILANTHROPY:

1934 Chrysler Airflow on display in the Detroit 
Historical Museum’s Automotive Showplace.
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$100,000+

Bobbi and Stephen Polk

$50,000-$99,999

Douglas and Diane Dossin

$25,000-$49,999

Sidonie Dossin Brown
Dianne Dossin-Ruth and 

Delbert Ruth
Marlena and Kevin Hanlon
Sandy and Mimi McMillan
Paul and Kathy Smoke

$10,000-$24,999

Lawrence and Nancy Bluth
Sarah and Charles McClure
Ann and Jim Nicholson
Happy and Bill Rands

$5,000-$9,999

Richard and Susan Bingham
Thomas Buhl and Lindsey 

Ford Buhl
Robert and Mary Ann Bury
Judith and Howard Christie
Debbie and John Erb
Mr. and Mrs. Edsel B. Ford II
Heather Hausmann
James and Lynelle Holden 

Fund
Michael Kosonog and 

Jennifer Stephens-
Kosonog

Stephanie and Timothy 
Nicholson

Drew and Karen Peslar
Rick and Cat Ruffner
John Stroh and Vivian Day 

Stroh
Ambassador and Mrs. Ronald 

Weiser

$2,500-$4,999

Akosua Barthwell Evans
Kevin and Catharine 

Broderick
Joanne and Richard Brodie
Bill and Jenny Chope
John and Alexandra Decker
Cathy and James Deutchman
John Donnelly

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Donnelly Penman & Partners
Ann and Robert Greenstone
Jeffrey and Debbie 

Lambrecht
Dennis and Melissa 

Levasseur
Chauncey and Erica Mayfield
Anthony and Moira McCree
Chris and Indira Onwuzurike
Leslye and Lewis Rosenbaum
Harriet Rotter
Lois and Mark Shaevsky
The Honorable Walter 

Shapero and Ms. 
Kathleen Straus

Gary and Janet Van Elslander
William Volz and Mary 

Kramer
Todd and H. Sook Wilkinson
Neal Zalenko
Norma Jean and Jeffrey 

Zaleski

$1,000-$2,499

Lynn & Paul Alandt 
Foundation

Paul and Lynn Alandt
Mark Albrecht
Catherine and Robert 

Anthony
Geaneen Arends
Sandy and Lisa Baruah
Leland and Tina Bassett
Charles and Joan Bayer
Marc and Maria Bland
Lawrence Burns
Carol and Philip Campbell
John and Joanne Carter
Karen Chopra
The Honorable Avern Cohn 

and Mrs Lois Pincus Cohn
Kenneth Dabrowski and 

Valarie Dabrowski
Lena Epstein
Renee Fluker
Neal and Shaina Gram
Matt and Ann Greenough
Robert and Christine Hage
Frederick and Wanda Hall
Hudson-Webber Foundation
Ted Huebner
Mr Jack Janiga
Daniel and Morgan Kaufman
Martin and Alicia Krall
Christal Lewandowski
Howard Mason
Patrick McKeever
Mr. and Mrs. James T. 

McMillan II

Michael and Eloise Moran
Gregory and Lisa Nowak
Jeanette Pierce and Richard 

Peresky
The Elmira L. Rhein Family 

Foundation
Bob and Sandy Riney
Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Robb
Frank and Nancy Roney
Elana and Chris Rugh
Jonathan and Lori Rumley
Rebecca Salminen Witt and 

Greg Witt
Marjorie and William Sandy
Paul and Carol Schaap
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Schwartz
Barbara  Shuman
Edward and Annie Staebler
Dante and Olga Stella
Kenneth and Kathleen 

Svoboda
Susan Tukel and Michael 

Balloch
Clifford Wallace
Gail Warden
Wilkinson Foundation

$250-$999

Glen Anderson and Julie 
Anderson

Harry Anderson
Nick Andrews
Anonymous
Mary and Richard 

Berschback
Paul and Louise Borucki
John and Mary Bourbeau
Dalton Bradford
Jay Brody
Mary Beth Buchan
James and Marcia Cameron
Dr. James A. Carter
Cezanne Charles
Ronald and Constance 

Corrigan
Perpetua and Steven 

Crawford
Mary Ellen Darin-Tarpley
Tyrone Davenport and Linda 

Forte
Ms. Betsy Davis
Gary Dembs
Ronald A. Deneweth
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. 

DeVore
John Dinka and Catherine 

Osinski-Dinka
Michael and Clara Dixon
Jack Donnelly and Tracy 

Donnelly

The Driker Family Fund
Eugene and Elaine Driker
Denise Figlewicz and Thomas 

Kozina
Robert Fishman
Josephine Franz and Russ Gill
Mark Gaffney
Claire Gallam
Eugene and Mary Anne 

Gargaro
Elyse and Frank Germack
Deborah and David Gillespie
Daniel and Donna Grant
Tatiana Grant
Rowena and Gary Green
Thomas and Elizabeth Griffith
Gordon Grosscup
Pam and Tim Haase
Margaret Halls
Patsy and Paul Hartmann
Robin and William Heller
Cynthia and David Hempstead
Jonathan Holtzman
Bill Houghton
Jean and Joseph Hudson
Alexis Inigo
Tracy and Bradley Irwin
George Jerome and Ann 

Jerome
Carol and Richard Johnston
Timothy and Samantha Jordan
Peter Kellett and Laura Kellett
Lorry and Jerry Kempf
Mary Knauer
John and Annette Kolon
Julia Koths
Evelyn Krause
Michelle and Thomas Lakocy
Richard and Reita Lambrecht
Beverly Len
Robert Lorenz and Christine 

Comstock
Jackson and Mary Ann 

McBroom
Laura McEnery and Kevin 

McEnery
Duncan McMillan and 

AnnAlisa Behling 
McMillan

Ronald and Regina McNeil
Verna and James 

Meinershagen
David Mink
Leslie and Longine Morawski
Tyra Neal
Mary Nehls-Frumkin and 

Jeffery Frumkin
Christine Nill
Milton and Sandra Osgood
Janice Paine-Webb 
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Amanda Van Dusen and 
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Logan Bowsher and Sarah 

Henson
Dana Boyette
Elaine Bozin
Barbara Yancy-Braceful
Ruth Bradfield
Dolores Bradway
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Guests decorated rocks for the Detroit Historical 
Museum’s COVID-19 memorial garden, painted in 
honor of lost loved ones or with messages of hope.
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Two fun events marked the opening and closing 
of 2000/2020: Celebrating 20 Years of Detroit’s 
Electronic Music Festival.
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Christine Pellerito
Alice Pepper
Bradley Perry
Branis Pesich
Frederick and Tracy Peters
Francis and Jerilyn 

Petersmark
David and Barbara Peterson
Marie Peterson 

20 for the Twenties opened at the Dossin Great Lakes 
Museum in Spring 2021 as a companion exhibition to 
Boom Town at the Detroit Historical Museum.
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Rebecca Reynolds
Victoria Reynolds
Betsey Rheaume
Michael Ricci
Alexander Rice
Brian Rice
Katherine and Royce 

Richards 
Paul and Diane Richards
Steve Riga
Erin Riley
Ralph Rinaldi
Judy Ripley
Bonnie Robb
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GIFTS IN KIND
Belle Isle Conservancy
Cadieux Cafe
Cafe D’Mongos
Ceresnie & Offen Furs Inc.
Cheese to Please
Computech Corporation
Country Club of Detroit
Detroit Experience Factory
Detroit Fire Department
Detroit Hive
Detroit Symphony Orchestra
Enchanted Photography
Foundation Hotel
Fox Hills Golf Club and Banquet Center
George Johnson & Company
Germack Pistachio Co.
Holiday Market
Leah E Sachs Designs
Dr. Lewis A. Rosenbaum
Motor City Brew Tours
RiDetroit
The Peacock Room
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Urban Wick Candle Bar
WDET
Yankee Air Museum

History X Design, a collaboration with Design 
Core Detroit, launched in 2020 and resulted in 
the Invoking the Spirit: Detroit’s Historic Black 
Bottom walking tour in Lafayette Park.  

Our 2020 custom ornament celebrated the 
Detroit Historical Museum’s first location in 
Barlum (Cadillac) Tower. 

Guests returned to our museums starting in July 
2020 with safety measures in place like masks, 
frequent cleaning and social distancing.

The Boom Town Ball was an all-virtual event that 
gave guests an inside look into our museums and 
collection while it looked back at Detroit in the 1920s.
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