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THE DOSSIN GREAT LAKES MUSEUM ANNOUCES EXTENDED HOURS FOR THE 

DURATION OF THE SUMMER 

 

DETROIT – The Dossin Great Lakes Museum re-opens for Father’s Day weekend after two 

weeks of being closed due to the Chevrolet Belle Isle Grand Prix weekend and the Orion Music 

& More Festival. Due to anticipated demand, the Dossin Museum will now feature extended 

hours from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays all summer from Saturday, June 15 

through Sunday, September 1.  

 

            Visitors to the Dossin Museum will see the new exhibits that opened to the public May 

18 after a six-month $2 million renovation, including Built by the River in the John A. and 

Marlene L. Boll Foundation Gallery -- the Museum’s new permanent core exhibition. This 

exhibit chronicles Detroit’s growth and development into one of the nation’s leading 

metropolitan regions and the undeniable link to the river that shares its name. The exhibit also 

highlights the ways in which Detroiters have long used the river and lakes around us to build 

industries, engage neighbors and pursue recreational passions.  

 

A River’s Roar is the new temporary exhibit in the Museum’s Great Lakes Gallery that 

provides an exciting overview of the history of hydroplane racing in Detroit. For over 100 years, 

the Detroit River and Belle Isle have featured some of the finest racing in the country. Visitors 

will see some of their favorite boats, and revisit the legendary days of Gar Wood, Guy 

Lombardo, Wild Bill Cantrell, Fred Alter, Bill Muncey and Chip Hanauer. Everyone can learn 

about these sleek and fun speed boats with names like “Tempo,” “Skipalong,” “Such Crust,” and 

“Miss Vernors.”  

Also, the Museum’s other well-known attractions have been refreshed, including: 

 The Gothic Room from the City of Detroit III in Polk Family Hall; 

 The Miss Pepsi championship hydroplane, ensconced in its own pavilion; 

 The Oliver Dewey Marcks Theater;  

 The William Clay Ford Pilot House; 
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 And an array of treasures outside the walls of the Museum that include the bow anchor 

from the Edmund Fitzgerald, two War of 1812-era cannons, a U.S. Coast Guard utility 

boat, and more.         

            The Dossin Great Lakes Museum, located at 100 Strand Drive on Belle Isle, is now open 

this summer on Saturdays and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Permanent exhibits include Built 

by the River in the John A. and Marlene L. Boll Foundation Gallery, the Miss Pepsi vintage 

1950s championship hydroplane, the Gothic Room from the City of Detroit III, a bow anchor 

from the S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald, the pilothouse from the Great Lakes freighter S.S. William 

Clay Ford, and one of the largest known collections of scale model ships in the world. For more 

information, call (313) 833-5538 or visit www.detroithistorical.org. 
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